
 

 

Coach Norm posing with his York HS Girl’s Tennis Team 

 

Meet the New Tennis Director of Great Bay Athletic Club. 

NORMAN P MARTINEN 

After signing up and playing on the first ever boys tennis program at Winnacunnet High School many full moons 

ago, I realized then that tennis would probably become my life’s sport and part of my DNA. However, it wasn’t until 

2005 after becoming certified as a Professional Tennis Instructor with the USPTA (United States Professional Tennis 

Association) did I realize just how much tennis would truly affect my life, positively.  

After graduating from high school at age sixteen, I found myself entering the military and serving two tours as an 

Army Combat Engineer. When my service days ended, civilian life brought me back working in the Family Hotel Business. 

In 1990 tragedy struck when an arson fire destroyed both our business and home. Never one to sit idle for very long, I 

formed an airport transportation company, “The Hampton Shuttle”. After selling the business in 2003 and while working 

out on a treadmill at Great Bay Athletic Club in Newmarket, NH, I couldn’t help but notice a tennis instructor giving a 

lesson on one of the indoor tennis courts. I remember thinking to myself “I can do that”! little did I realize at the time, 

but this would be the beginning of my tennis teaching career.  

I do have to mention… that if it wasn’t for a well-known and respected local tennis instructor Howie Burnett 

giving me not only great instructions on the court but the enthusiasm and passion needed to excel in this sport, that my 

tennis career probably would have never come to fruition.  

• In 2005 I started my teaching career at Great Bay Athletic Club. 

•  In 2007 I accepted the position of Girl’s Head Tennis Coach for York High School. I just recently 

completed my 12th year as Coach Norm.  Coaching these girls has no doubt been an honor and highlight 

of my tennis career.  



• In 2010 I accepted the position as Tennis Director/Instructor for The York Parks & Recreation Center. 

One of the best jobs ever!  

 

 
Always having fun at York Parks and Rec! 

 

• In the same year I was asked and thus accepted a teaching position at The Wentworth Country Club. The 

experience and friends I met while at the Wentworth will last a life time. I truly thank both Chris and 

Kevin for the opportunity that they gave me. 

• In 2015 I was asked to train and coach the ball kids for the Boston Lobsters which at the time was one of 

several professional tennis teams representing World Team Tennis, started by Billie Jean King 40 years 

prior.  

 

Posing with the professional players and ball kids of the Boston Lobsters. 

After a few years on sabbatical, I now find myself returning to where it all began, back at GBAC.  I thank John 

Terlizzi for hiring me and giving me this opportunity. I’m excited to begin this new adventure and hope to see Everyone 

on the tennis courts.  

 

Norm Martinen 

 

 

  

 

 


